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Symposium aims to introduce quality humanities 
education to students with limited access

● Traditional education systems don’t 
put emphasis on humanities subjects

● Most students study humanities via 
lectures, memorization and cramming 
passive thinking (e.g. lecture, exam)

● Few schools offer discussion-based 
humanities seminars

● In liberal arts colleges, humanities subjects 
are required of all, regardless of majors

● Humanities education provides a vital 
foundation for critical thinking & civil society

● Seminars are conducted via reading 
classical literature and philosophy texts with 
heated discussions

Founded by international 
students studying in the U.S., 
Symposium aspires to bring 
liberal arts education into local 
traditional education system

What do we do?
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Symposium recruits discussion leaders to hold 
seminars for local students

- High school 
students exploring 
humanities subjects

- College students 
seeking holistic 
education

- Working 
professionals yearning 
for intellectual 
discussion

- International students 
eager to bring humanities 
education back to local 
community

- U.S. students passionate 
about humanities 
education and teaching

- Students interested in 
inter-cultural experience 
and authentic local 
exposure

Plato Rousseau

Confucius

Dante
Nietzsche

Woolf

Discussion Seminar

• Text-based
• Free
• In English and aided by 

the local language
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Students Discussion Leaders



Our curriculum is inspired by Columbia’s Core 
Curriculum with an additional global perspective
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Local Classics

Workshops

Guide students into exploring masterpieces of literature and discussing perennial 
human issues (e.g., Homer’s Iliad, Goethe’s Faust)

Read and discuss political, historical, and philosophical texts that have shaped 
modern society (e.g., Plato’s Republic, Hobbes’ Leviathan)

Foster cross-cultural discourse and global-minded sensibilities via reading local and 
western classics (e.g., in China, we added Confucius and Mencius)

Familiarize students with seminar-style discussion and critical thinking via workshops 
on film, writing, and theatre (e.g., workshop on Kurosawa’s Rashomon)

Introduce to students the appreciation of music and art via audio and visual analyses 
(e.g., ancient Greek sculptures, Gregorian Chant, Monet’s Impressionism)
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Symposium has held various programs around the 
world since 2013

New York

India

Singapore

Beijing

Rural 
China Shanghai

Hong Kong
Thailand

Japan

Our Mission
“Develop talented young leaders into 
critical thinkers with a global perspective 
through the cross-cultural study of 
classics”

6

Pakistan

Taiwan
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Symposium hosts various activities during the 
summer program
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Seminar Basics

● Duration: 10 days

● Discussion leader: 3

● Student size: 15~25

● Language: primarily 
English, aided by local 
language

● Program expense: Free

Activities Descriptions

Seminars

Workshops

Field Trips

Homework

- Cultivate global citizenship through 
discussing humanities literatures 

- Enhance personal skills through 
exposing to art and history classes

- Interact with local culture through 
visiting museums and historical sites

- Reflect critical thinking through writing 
short paragraphs and presentation



As 501(c)3, we bring professionalism and structure 
to Symposium as a young organization

Governing Board
- Manage club 

operations, e.g., 
finance, booking 
spaces, weekly 
meeting, succession

- Monitor project 
progress and provide 
assistances

Project Leads
- Launch new project & 

manage each project’s 
operations

- Timely communicate with 
governing board about 
project progress & any 
assistance needed

* Each member will be joining as a general member as well as a 
member of an old or new project. Members need to attend weekly 
project team meetings and monthly general body meetings.

Entrepreneurship

Student Club
- Recruit students as discussion leaders 

for summer programs
- Maintain on-campus presence
- Connect with academic resources

Symposium

501(c)3 Board
- Manage finances and fundraising efforts
- Coordinate with summer programs and 

ensure that they are aligned with goals 
- Design Symposium strategy

Strategy & Project
- Design short-term and 

long-term strategy for 
Symposium

- Brainstorm and 
evaluate new project 
(e.g., new location, new 
school chapter)

Operations & Finance
- Oversee 501(c) 

operations, e.g., 
managing finance, 
recruiting

- Design fundraising 
strategy and lead 
corresponding efforts

- Hold regular stakeholder 
meetings
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Symposium has grown significantly over years, 
expanding to more cities, participants & partners

2013 2014 2015

cities of operation 
(Beijing & Shanghai)2
discussion leaders,
 from 3 schools10
applications 
received70
local students 
attended discussion40+

cities of operation (+ 
Hong Kong)3
discussion leaders, from 
6 schools15
applications 
received100
local students 
attended discussion60+

cities of operation (+ 
Shenzhen & Singapore)5
discussion leaders, from 
13 schools25
applications 
received220
local students 
attended discussion100+

2016

cities of operation(+ 
cities in Japan, India, 
China, & the US.)

13
discussion leaders, 
from 24 schools

80
applications 
received500+
local students 
attended discussion300+

2017

cities of operation 
(+ cities in China)

discussion leaders, from 
13 schools44
applications 
received

local students 
attended discussion370+

300+
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2018

cities of operation 
(+ cities in China)

discussion leaders, from 
13 schools19
applications 
received

local students 
attended discussion170+

200+
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• Name: Yaoyao Fu

• Program: Symposium in Beijing

• Year: 2016 & 2017

• School: Durham University

“My students challenged me to clarify 
thoughts within a very short time… I 
realised how teaching is more than 
merely exporting the knowledge, but 
to inspire, to listen, to intellectually 
challenge, to not restrain… More 
importantly, I met some lifelong 
friends who are just as passionate as 
I am about philosophy.”

• Name: Rosemary Chen

• Program: Symposium in Shanghai

• Year: 2017

• School: United World College

“Every day of the summer, I passed 
through the phoenix trees, met the 
Symposium in the shady and cool. We 
looked at the earth and the starry sky. 
We looked at the shiny loverly youths. 
That was a pure happy time,  a safe 
place, a Lalaland. That was the 
Republic we built together.”

Our past operations
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Testimonials

Discussion 
Leaders from 
local universities Discussion Leaders 

from western 
universities

Discussion Leaders studies in many universities, including 
Columbia University, Harvard University, University of Chicago, etc. 
They also had various academic backgrounds, including literatures, 
philosophy, art history, computer science, and engineers.

2

Our team consists of members from over 20 
world-renowned universities & diverse background
Background



Our participants are currently mostly high school 
and college students and from metropolitan areas
City of Participants

Beijing

170

Shanghai

Ma’anshan

Jiujiang

Mumbai

Bangkok36

2
20

9

44

12%

5%

21%

2%

35%

• We have large 
presence in 
metropolitan areas 
and less developed 
area to bring liberal 
arts education to 
local students

• High school students 
take Symposium as a 
strong boost to learn 
liberal arts and 
prepare for college 
application
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Cities

59

25%

• Name: Muhammad S.

• Location: Singapore

• Year: 2015

“Symposium demystified the fabled Liberal Arts 
Education system and also gave me a taste of both 
Eastern and Western Classics. I learnt about how 
fruitful & interesting discussions like these could be…”

• Name: Alexandra Wu

• Location: Shanghai

• Year: 2017

“Symposium offered us an opportunity to jump
out the trivials of life to think about ourselves and the 
course of our own. ”

• Name: Nikita Jain

• Location: Mumbai

• Year: 2016

“Symposium was a wonderful opportunity for me to 
realize and bring out my inner creative self. I had no 
idea I can write poetry; let alone rhyme it...”

Participants’ Comments

Our past operations2
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We have successfully held 6 programs in 2018 
(1/2)

Program Details
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Golden Program Size

Symposium in 
Shanghai, China

Partners

- 44 students
- 4 DLs + 4 WLs

Syllabus 

- Shanghai University of 
Finance and Economics

- Plato, Republic.
- Weber, The Protestant 
Ethic and the Spirit of 
Capitalism. etc

3

Symposium in 
Beijing, China

- 59 students
- 5 DLs + 5 WLs

- Plato, Republic.
-Nietzsche, Critique of Pure 
Reason. etc

- Foreign Language 
Teaching and Research 
Press

Symposium in 
Bangkok, Thailand

- George Orwell, Animal 
Farm. etc.

- Pantum Wan 
Demostration School

- 36 students
- 2 DLs



We have successfully held 6 programs in 2018 
(2/2)

Program Details

New Program Size

Symposium in 
Ma’anshan China

Partners

- 20 students
- 2 DLs

Syllabus 

- Second Middle School 
of Ma’anshan

-Joy Luck Club, Friendship 
by Bacon, Pride and 
Prejudice
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Symposium in 
Jiujiang China

- 9 students
- 1 DLs

-Fei Xiaotong, From The Soil
-Liang Hong, China in 
Liangzhuang

- Xiu Xiu Education

Symposium in 
Mumbai, India - Ramayana, Odyssey. etc.- Cathedral and John 

Connon
- 2 students
- 3 DLs



On campus, we have been trying to engage the 
Columbia community with different activities 
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Symposium @ Splash Symposium Conference 2017
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Symposium @ Splash offers high 
school students an opportunity 
to spend a day at Columbia 
University and engage in 
discussion-based humanities 
seminars led by college student 
discussion leaders. Splash × 
Symposium aims to introduce 
students to various texts from 
different civilizations in order to 
foster cross-cultural discourse 
and global-minded sensibilities.

Symposium hosted a full day conference 
at Columbia University. Participants 
discussed how to conduct effective 
comparative intercultural seminars by 
engaging in a faculty-led seminar on two 
pre-distributed classic texts. In the 
conference, students learned 
pedagogical knowledge through 
observation and instruction and designed 
their own syllabus to prepare for 
upcoming summer seminars through a 
workshop.

Program Details3
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Symposium aims to standardize op. model and brings quality 
humanities edu. to more people from 2017

* Each member will be joining as a general member as well as a 
member of an old or new project. Members need to attend weekly 
project team meetings and monthly general body meetings.

Entrepreneurship

Short-term

• Standardize 
operating model

• Develop sustainable 
funding sources

• Establish long-term 
partnerships

• Establish a fund for 
Symposium Fellows

Middle-term

• Expand programs 
to more cities and 
countries (e.g., S. 
Korea, Taiwan) 

• Open chapters in 
other universities 
(e.g., Yale, 
UChicago)

Long-term

2018 2020 2022

Vision for future
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• Integrate into local 
education system

• TBD



Contact us

Website: symposiumglobal.org 
E-mail: symposiumboard@columbia.edu 

Facebook: @SymposiumEducation
Wechat: symposiumchina

We welcome volunteers and gifts
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mailto:symposiumboard@columbia.edu

